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David Benda, commissioned by Sigmund Freud himself to paint his last portrait, is the name that masks the
true identity of a young and extraordinary painter. David, a Jew, is passionately in love with a beautiful
young Viennese woman, an Aryan, at a time where such liaisons were a crime. Austria, his country, is in
turmoilanti-Semitism is on the rise, Hitler Youth groups are everywhere, and Nazi Germany is closing in.
This invasion is the overture to WWII and to a fascinating story of love, violence, and the battle to endure
against tyranny. With the help of a small Jewish resistance group led by remarkable man named Karl
Toledano, David escapes to Havana on board the MS St. Louis, in what became known as the Voyage of the
Damned. Thanks to Toledano s friends on the island, David is allowed to disembark and begin a new phase
of his life. In Havana, his career as a portrait painter takes off and he finds love again in the arms of the
beautiful and intelligent Marabut memories of a tragic death and a desire to avenge it hound his thoughts.
The years pass and once again he is forced to flee to another country and, unsuspectingly, back into the arms
another woman. In New York, David reunites with the protagonist of a youthful and innocent love affair and
finds happiness again, even if only for a while. The story of David Benda, a story of adventures and
misfortunes, of finding love and losing loved ones, is also the story of the previous century. In a way, his
story is also our story."
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