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"Justice and Injusticesin Venezuela' is the latest provocative social-legal history from Venezuelan law
professor Rogelio Pérez Perdomo, who has published widely in Spanish and English on the legal profession,
social inequality, oil lawyers, Latin American legal ingtitutions and actors, and political reform in South
America.

El tema principal, que le da unidad al libro, eslarelacion entre lajusticiay la politica. Larelacion no esta
explorada usando una hipétesis sencilla, por gemplo, que lajusticia ha estado siempre a servicio dela
politica. Tal tipo de hipotesis empobreceria el andlisis. Tampoco partimos de unaimagen normativa sobre el
lugar delosjuecesy el papel que deben mantener en la politica. Lo que nos hainteresado explorar son las
relaciones especificas que se dan entre los jueces 'y |os actores politicos, |as circunstancias organizacionales
gue encuadran esas relaciones y los resultados tanto para el sistemajuridico como para el politico. El aparato
dejusticiaes parte ddl estado y necesariamente hay unarelacién entre justiciay politica, pero los actores de
lajusticiatienen una formacion profesional especifica. Las tensiones entre los roles profesionalesy los
politicos son ineludibles, pero |la manera de resolver esas tensiones varia, pues ni los sistemas politicos ni la
cultura juridica son objetos estables.

This book is a Spanish-language analysis of institutions of law and politicsin Venezuela during the period
circa 1790-2002. The author, arenowned law professor at Unimet in Caracas, has written many progressive
and incisive studies on law, lawyers, and justice in his country of Venezuela and throughout the Americas. In
this book, he adds tremendously to an understanding of social history in the country during its development
as anation, during the time of Gomez, in the modern era, and in the early days of Chavez.

Dr. Pérez Perdomo argues that the search for, and machinery of, "justice," while obviously a socia good,
have also led to the development of institutions, norms, and policies which have the ironic effect of enabling
pervasive injustices. He shows that empowering judges and political bodies to enforce law has also created
the power to oppress.

Thereis no greater and more honest analyst of social history and politics of Venezuelathan Rogelio Pérez
Perdomo, and thiswork is the culmination of years of inquiry into the field, drawing on sources both official
and human. His prodigious research in interviews, and in libraries and long-hidden records, informs
conclusions that are both important and sometimes unexpected. They explain much of the past of Venezuela
and have acute relevance to the development of democratic bodies and normsin many other countries as
well, both in Latin America and in other developing societies.

The author is also on Amazon as Perez-Perdomo for his English-language books from Stanford University
Press.
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