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This work analyzes the five chronicles, written by Pedro Mexia, Alonso de Santa Cruz, Pedro Giron, and
Lopez de Gomara, of the life of the Emperor Charles V (1500-1558) not as historical documents, but as
literary texts portraying an ideal monarch. The author examines how the differences in the ideology,
interests, purpose, and background of each author influenced his portrayal of Charles V.
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Review
"... adds a new and creative exploration of unpublished texts which is conducive to a better understanding of
the development of the factual and mythical image of an individual who... ends up creating for Spain its first
just and merciful statesman..." - Prof. Isaias Lerner The Graduate Center (CUNY) "... can be considered a
seminal contribution to the study of Early Modern Spanish historiography." - Prof. Victoria Pineda
Universidad de Extremadura"
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