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It al began with aletter inquiring about second-hand books, written by Helene Hanff in New Y ork, and
posted to a bookshop at 84, Charing Cross Road in London. As Helene's sarcastic and witty letters are
responded to by the stodgy and proper Frank Doel of 84, Charing Cross Road, arelationship blossomsinto a
warm and charming long-distance friendship lasting many years.
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About the Author

Born in Philadelphiain 1916, Helene Hanffspent much of her life as a struggling screenwriter in New Y ork
City. But it was her 1970 memoir, 84, Charing Cross Road, that propelled her to fame and made possible the
trip to London that inspired The Duchess of Bloomsbury Street. She never married, and died in New York in
1997.
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